The synthesis of ()-5-[(4R,5R)-5-(benzyloxymethyl)-2,2-dimethyl-1,3-dioxolan-4-yl]-2,2-dimethyl-4,7-dihydro-1,3-dioxepine is reported. Product characterization was carried out by IR, 1 H NMR, 13 C NMR, MS, elemental analysis and optical rotation.
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Herein, we report the synthesis of ()-5-[(4R,5R)-5-(benzyloxymethyl)-2,2-dimethyl-1,3-dioxolan-4-yl]-2,2-dimethyl-4,7-dihydro-1,3-dioxepine (2) by refluxing the corresponding allylic diol 1 in acetone for 24 h (Scheme 1). Chiral precursor 1 was prepared by reduction of the appropriate butenolide as reported previously [4] .
Experimental
General 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded at 25 °C on a Bruker Avance 500 spectrometer in CDCl 3 as solvent, and chemical shifts are reported relative to Me 4 Si ( = 0). Low-and high-resolution mass spectra were obtained by using a Micromass VG Autospec spectrometer. Elemental analysis was performed on a Fisons Instrument EA 1108 CHNS-O analyzer. Infrared spectra were recorded on a Bruker IFS 55 spectrophotometer on compounds dispersed on a NaCl disc. Optical rotations were determined for solutions in chloroform with a Perkin Elmer 343 polarimeter using a sodium lamp (589 nm). Thin-layer chromatography was carried out on Merck aluminium sheets coated with silica gel 60 F 254 . Compounds were visualized by use of 254 nm UV light and/or phosphomolybdic acid 20 wt.% solution in ethanol with heating. All solvents were purified by standard techniques [5] . Flash chromatography was performed on Merck silica gel 60 (0.0400.063 mm, 230400 mesh ASTM). Anhydrous magnesium sulfate was used for drying solutions.
To a stirred solution of allylic diol 1 (308 mg, 1.0 mmol) in acetone (25 mL), p-toluenesulfonic acid (p-TsOH) (3 mg, 0.017 mmol) was added at room temperature. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 24 h, until the TLC analysis showed that no starting material was present. The solvent was concentrated and the residue diluted with Et 2 O (30 mL) and washed with a 5% solution of NaHCO 3 . The combined organic phases were dried (MgSO 4 ), filtered, concentrated, and the residue purified by silica gel column chromatography, eluting with AcOEt:n-hexane 10:90. Product 2 (303 mg, 87% yield) was obtained as a colourless oil:  
